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(his doctrine), suppress "tout regard humain" that is to
say, every sense of humaneness. Here we have a ghastly
but tragical demonstration of the lengths an otherwise
clear thinker and a profoundly religious man could go
when blinded by fanaticism. He would willingly hand
over to the Inquisition his friends, his brethren, and his
kindred by blood, whenever they differed from him upon
the minutest article of doctrine and held another opinion
than that of the Consistory. Lest any one should repu-
diate so barbarous a contention, Calvin turned to his
last and favourite argument, that of the Terror. He
declared that any one who should defend or accuse a
heretic was himself guilty of heresy and marked for
punishment. Since he could not endure contradiction,
Calvin proposed to intimidate those who might be moved
to contradict him, threatening the offenders with the
fate which had befallen Servetus. To the stake with
them if they would not hold their tongues. Calvin wished
to be free once for all from being worried about this
vexatious question of the murder of Servetus. The
incident must be closed.

But the accusing voice of the slain could not be
silenced however shrilly and furiously Calvin might rage,
yelling exculpations to the world. The Calvinist apolo-
gia, with its clamours to the faithful to undertake a
heresy hunt, made a most unfavourable impression. The
best of the Protestants were horrified at the prospect of
establishing the Holy Inquisition within their own
Church. Some declared that it would have been less
offensive if so monstrous a thesis had been advocated by
the Town Council instead of by a preacher of God's
word, by one of Christ's servants. With splendid resolu-
tion, Zerchintes, town clerk of Berne, subsequently to be
Castellio's loyal friend and protector, proclaimed his
position: "I avow," he wrote privately to Calvin, "that
I, too, am one of those who would fain limit as far as
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